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EDUCATOR ESSENTIALS NEWSLETTER
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2026 OHIO TEACHER OF THE YEAR

The Ohio Teacher of the Year 

program annually identifies 

exceptional teachers statewide 

and celebrates their effective 

work in and out of the classroom.



OHIO STANDARDS FOR PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

• Shift from Professional Development to Professional Learning

• Greater focus on collaborative inquiry and continuous improvement

• Standards expanded from 7 to 9

• Stronger emphasis on evidence-based and transformational outcomes

•  Language recognizing student assets

• Refined audience to include Higher Education
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• Middle childhood, valid for teaching mild/moderate/or moderate/intensive educational 
needs in grades four through nine;

• Adolescence to young adult, valid for teaching mild/moderate 
or moderate/intensive educational needs in grades seven through twelve.

• Elementary and middle education, valid for teaching mild or 
moderate/intensive educational needs in grades prekindergarten through eight;

• Secondary, valid for teaching mild/moderate or moderate/intensive educational needs 
in grades six through twelve;

Primary, valid for teaching mild/moderate or moderate/intensive 
educational needs in grades prekindergarten through five.
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DUAL LICENSE CHANGES



REGIONAL LICENSURE SPECIALIST
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QUESTIONS
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