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AGENCY PRIORITIES

Literacy

Accelerating Learning

Workforce Readiness

Student Wellness



GOVERNOR'S BUDGET (HB 96)
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https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb96


LITERACY
• Requires public schools to administer a reading and 

math diagnostic assessment adopted by DEW in 
grades K-3.

• Requires completion of a competency-based refresher 
course in the Science of Reading every 5 years.

• Requires all public schools to spend at least 25% of 
DPIA on reading initiatives. 

 Schools on reading achievement improvement 
plans must spend at least 50%.

• Continued funding for literacy coaches



LEARNING ACCELERATION

Prohibits students’ use of cell phones during the instructional day, 
except for student learning or to monitor a health concern.

Requires automatic advanced placement of students who score at the 
highest level on a state math test.

Incorporates recommendations from the Ohio Attendance Taskforce to 
focus on absence prevention strategies instead of restrictive timelines 
of HB 410.



WORKFORCE READINESS

• Adds career planning to graduation plans for public 
and chartered nonpublic high school students.

• Expands CTE access to middle school students.

• In the graduation requirements, makes completing 
250 hours of a work-based learning experience with 
positive evaluations a foundational option for 
demonstration of competency rather than a 
supporting option.

• Updates the industry-recognized credential list to 
focus on credentials of value.



WORKFORCE READINESS CONT.
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Provides that CTE associated services funds may be used for career-focused activities for 
all students and collaboration with education and workforce stakeholders.

Allows career awareness and exploration funds to be used for mentoring opportunities 
to teach students about careers and workforce skills.

Replaces the existing Adult Diploma Program and 22+ Program with a new program that 
reflects the strengths of each.



STUDENT WELLNESS AND SAFETY

9

Revises law on prevention 
education to include universal 
prevention programs that 
promote improved health and 
wellness outcomes across a 
range of unhealthy behaviors.

Requires plans for Student 
Wellness and Success Funds to 
include goals and performance 
metrics.

Allows auxiliary services funding 
provided for chartered 
nonpublic schools to be used for 
mental health services for 
students.

Requires districts and schools 
that have an identified student 
percentage of at least 25% under 
the Community Eligibility 
Provision to provide free 
breakfasts and lunches to all 
students, unless it creates a 
financial hardship.



STUDENT WELLNESS AND SAFETY CONT.

• Funds three recommendations of the 
Governor’s School Bus Safety 
Working Group
 $30 million in grants for school 

bus safety upgrades
 $4 million for more robust bus 

driver training
 Increased access to advanced 

driver training



TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS

Provides $10 million 
over the biennium for a 

principal apprenticeship 
program combining 

coursework and on-the-
job training under a 

high-quality principal.

Requires DEW to collect 
demand-side 

employment and 
vacancy data from 

school districts.



ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
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Directs DEW to develop a 
model policy on the use of 

artificial intelligence in 
schools.

Requires public schools to 
adopt their own artificial 

intelligence policies or the 
model policy by July 1, 

2026. 



Office for Exceptional 
Children Updates

Jo Hannah Ward
Administrator, Office for Exceptional Children



ALL OHIO STUDENTS K12 AND % OF SPECIAL EDUCATION 
STUDENTS
2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR
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Students without 
disabilities
(1,343,229)

83.93%

Students with disabilities
(257,141)
16.07%

All Ohio Students Eligible for Special Education and Related Services



TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS WITH IEPS



OHIO’S STUDENTS 
WITH DISABILITIES

35.4%

20.4%

12.7%

11.3%

6.2%

4.6%

3.7%

3.5%

0.6%

0.5%

0.4%

0.3%

0.2%

0.0%

Specific Learning Disabilities

Other Health Impaired (Minor)

Autism

Speech and Language Impairments

Intellectual Disabilities

Emotional Disturbance

Multiple Disabilities

Developmental Delay

Deafness

Traumatic Brain Injury

Orthopedic Impairments

Visual Impairments

Other Health Impaired (Major)

Deaf-Blindness

Ohio's Student Enrollment by Disability 
Category

2023-2024



Focus on 
Language and 

Literacy

PD and Support 
for IEP Teams

PD for Leadership 
and Teachers 

focus on LRE and 
achievement

Improving School 
Climate and 

Implementation 
of PBIS

Implementation 
of MTSS

Post Secondary 
Transition

Universal Design 
for Learning and 

Assistive 
Technology

Parent 
Engagement

OFFICE FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 
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• Indicator 6: Preschool Educational Environments
• Indicator 7: Preschool Outcomes
• Indicator 12: Early Childhood Transition from Part C to Part B

Are young children with disabilities 
entering kindergarten ready to 

learn?

• Alternate Assessment Participation
• Indicator 3: Assessment Participation and Performance 

Are children with disabilities 
achieving at high levels?

• Indicator 4: Suspension and Expulsion
• Indicator 5: School-age Educational Environments

To what extent do students with 
disabilities have access to the 

general education environment?

• Indicator 1: Graduation
• Indicator 2: Dropout
• Indicator 13: Secondary Transition
• Indicator 14: Postsecondary Outcomes

Are youth with disabilities prepared 
for life, work and postsecondary 

education?

• Indicator 8: Facilitated Parent Involvement
• Indicator 11: Initial Evaluation Timelines
• Indicator 18: Timely Correction of Noncompliance
• Valid and Reliable Data 

Does the district implement IDEA to 
improve services and results for 

children with disabilities?

• Disproportionate Representation (Indicators 9 and 10)
• Disproportionality: Identification of Students with Disabilities
• Disproportionality: Placement of Students with Disabilities
• Disproportionality: Discipline of Students with Disabilities

Are children receiving equitable 
services and supports?



2023-2024 STATE DATA

Are young children with disabilities entering 
kindergarten ready to learn?



INDICATOR 6: 
PRESCHOOL LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT

67.12% 63.17% 62.40%

67.00% 70.00% 73.00%

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Regular early childhood 
program

Regular Setting Target ≥

20.53% 24.50% 25.03%

18.00% 16.00% 14.00%

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Separate special education 
class, school, or residential 

facility
Separate Setting Target ≤

1.92% 1.30% 1.10%

2.98%
2.50% 2.20%

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Receiving special education 
and related services in the 

home
Home Target ≤



INDICATOR 7: PRESCHOOL OUTCOMES - AT AGE LEVEL

50.91% 49.13% 48.02% 47.54% 45.69%

52.00%

50.91% 50.91% 50.91% 51.00%

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Demonstrate improved 
positive social-emotional 

skills
Socio-Emotional Skills Target ≥

48.46% 47.22% 46.00% 47.14% 46.11%

51.30%

48.53%
48.73% 48.93% 49.20%

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Demonstrate improved 
acquisition and use of 
knowledge and skills

Acquisition of Knowledge Target ≥

59.80% 57.51% 56.12% 55.58% 53.58%

62.50%

59.90%
60.10% 60.30% 60.55%

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Demonstrate improved use 
of appropriate behaviors to 

meet their needs
Use of Approp. Behav. to Meet Needs

Target ≥



INDICATOR 12: EARLY CHILDHOOD TRANSITION
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98.01% 95.78% 92.02% 95.05% 97.44%

100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Percentage of Ohio Children Who Had an IEP Developed and Implemented by 
Their Third Birthday

Ohio's Timely  Early Transitions Target



READING PERFORMANCE OF KINDERGARTEN 
THROUGH GRADE 4 STUDENTS FROM THE LAST 
TWO YEARS

2022-2023 school year

Grade On track Not on 
Track

Proficient Not 
Proficient

K 59.8% 40.2% 

1 64.1% 35.9% 

2 58.2% 41.8% 

3 58.7% 41.3% 62.3% 37.7% 

4 58.9% 41.1% 

2023-2024 school year
Grade On track Not on 

Track
Proficient Not 

Proficient

K 60.9% 39.1% 

1 64.6% 35.4% 

2 64.0% 36.0% 

3 63.7% 36.3% 64.5% 35.5% 

4 64.1% 35.9% 



RESOURCES: VIDEO TRAINING
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpE0uZx72xo


RESOURCES: OCALI CENTER FOR THE YOUNG CHILD
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https://ocali.org/center-for-the-young-child


2023-2024 STATE DATA CONT.
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Are children with disabilities achieving at 
high levels?



PARTICIPATION FOR CHILDREN WITH IEPS

99.18% 97.63% 96.82%

95.00% 95.00% 95.00%

Grade 4 Grade 8 High School

Reading Assessment
2023-24 Target

99.10% 97.38% 95.01%

95.00% 95.00% 95.00%

Grade 4 Grade 8 High School

Math Assessment
2023-24 Target



PROFICIENCY FOR CHILDREN WITH IEPS (GRADE LEVEL 
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS)

26.98% 9.93% 17.87%

27.86%

16.97%
23.84%

Grade 4 Grade 8 High School

Reading Assessment

2023-24 Target

33.60% 15.80% 11.87%

32.83%

19.94%
12.77%

Grade 4 Grade 8 High School

Math Assessment

2023-24 Target



GAP IN PROFICIENCY RATES (GRADE LEVEL ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS)

37.42% 39.68% 43.87%

31.24%
38.87% 41.65%

Grade 4 Grade 8 High School

Reading Assessment

2023-24 Target

34.06% 41.04% 29.78%

30.01%
36.28%

28.91%

Grade 4 Grade 8 High School

Math Assessment

2023-24 Target



   



RESOURCES: OCALI TEACHING DIVERSE 
LEARNERS CENTER AND OHIO LITERACY PLAN
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https://ocali.org/teaching-diverse-learners-center


2023-2024 STATE DATA 
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To what extent do students with disabilities 
have access to the general education 

environment?



INDICATOR 5: EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT 
(AGES 5 & IN KINDERGARTEN TO AGE 21)

64.80% 65.61% 65.94% 66.67%

64.80% 65.00% 66.00% 67.00%

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Percentage of Children with IEPs Aged 5 (Kindergarten) 
Through 21 Inside the Regular Class 80% or More of the 

Day

Students in Regular Class ≥80% of Day Target ≥

11.86% 11.48% 11.15% 11.17%

11.86% 11.80% 11.75% 11.50%

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Percentage of Children with IEPs Aged 5 
(Kindergarten) Through 21 Inside the Regular Class 

Less Than 40% of the Day 

Students in Regular Class <40% of Day Target ≤



ALLOHIOLITERACY.ORG



OHIO INCLUSIVE INSTRUCTIONAL 
LEADERSHIP

https://ohioinclusiveinstructionalleadership.org/


PARAPROFESSIONAL SUPPORT

• Dedicated to enhancing the role of 
paraprofessionals 

• Open access to professional 
development and collaborative 
partnerships 

• Positive and impactful outcomes 
for every student

36



STATE DATA FOR 2023-2024

Are youth with disabilities prepared for 
life, work and postsecondary education?



GRADUATION 
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31% 50% 48% 58% 67% 69% 67%

85.10%

72.30% 73.80%

60.00% 62.00% 64.00%
66.61%

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23

Percentage of Ohio SWD, Aged 14-21, Who Exited Special Education by Graduating with a 
Regular High School Diploma (Indicator 1)

Graduation Rate Target



STUDENTS WITH IEPS GRADUATION DECISION-MAKING TOOL

When to use the Tool

Where to access the Tool

Video walkthrough



DROPOUT
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21% 21% 21% 17% 16% 19% 18%

21.50% 21.50% 21.50%

16.68% 16.00% 15.50%
18.36%

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23

Percentage of Ohio SWD, Aged 14-21, Who Exited Special Education by Dropping Out 
(Indicator 2)

Dropout Rate Target



MULTIAGENCY PLANNING 
(MAP) TOOL 
OHIOMAPTOOL.ORG 

MAP is a systems transformation tool that brings together 
agencies to collaboratively design processes that support 
successful transitions for youth and families.

• Focuses on cross-agency agreements and shared goals

• Develops streamlined plans to reduce service 
duplication

• Enhances communication and professional 
development across agencies

Established 
MAP Teams 
in the 
following 
counties:

Belmont

Crawford

Hancock

Lake

Putnam

Cuyahoga

Muskingum

Defiance

Paulding

Trumbull Hamilton

Scioto

Montgomery

Wayne

https://ohiomaptool.org/


SECONDARY TRANSITION MODULES

How do I help my students plan for the future?
Student-
Focused 

Planning

What skills do my students need to meet their 
postsecondary goals?

Student 
Development

How do I involve agencies in postsecondary 
planning?

Interagency 
Collaboration

What foundational elements are necessary to 
effectively implement transition services?

Program 
Structure

How do I engage families in postsecondary planning?Family 
Engagement

• The Secondary Transition 
for Students with Disabilities 
Modules are accessed from 
the Learning Management 
System link within 
your OH|ID account. 
Enrollment in the modules 
requires an Ohio educator 
license.

• Don’t have a license? Don’t 
worry! Please click 
here for alternate access.

https://www.edresourcesohio.org/lms/M-1/
https://www.edresourcesohio.org/lms/M-2/
https://www.edresourcesohio.org/lms/M-3/
https://www.edresourcesohio.org/lms/M-4/
https://www.edresourcesohio.org/lms/M-5/
https://safe.ode.state.oh.us/portal
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education/Federal-and-State-Requirements/Secondary-Transition-and-Workforce-Development-for/Secondary-Transition-for-Students-with-Disabilitie/Secondary-Transition-Modules-Alternate-Access


STATE DATA (2023-2024)
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Does the district implement IDEA to improve 
services and results for children with 

disabilities?



INDICATOR 8: PARENT INVOLVEMENT
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83.63% 83.31% 73.69% 80.07% 83.39%

94%
83.43% 85% 86% 87%

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Percentage of Respondent Parents Who Reported Schools Facilitated Parent 
Involvement as a Means of Improving Services and Results for Children with 

Disabilities

Ohio's Facilitated Parent Involvement Data Target



FAMILIES OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES WEBPAGE



PARENT ENGAGEMENT SUPPORTS

Parent Mentors
OSU Statewide Family 

Engagement
Ohio Center for the 

Education of Children 
with Disabilities



INDICATOR 11: TIMELY INITIAL EVALUATIONS

47

98.51% 99.24% 99.20% 99.46% 99.08%

100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Percentage of Children Evaluated within 60 Days of Receiving Parental Consent

Ohio's Timely Initial Evaluations Target



EVALUATION 
ROADMAP

PURPOSE: BRING 
CLARITY AND 
IMPROVE 
UNDERSTANDING TO 
THE  SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PROCESS



STATE DATA (2023-2024 CONT.)
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Are children receiving equitable 
services and supports?



SIGNIFICANT DISPROPORTIONALITY

50

60

7 4

54

8

27

Identification Placement Discipline

Districts with Significant Disproportionality
20-21, 21-22, & 22-23 21-22, 22-23, & 23-24



SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST/SPEECH-
LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST 
CONSULTANT REGIONS

• Northeast Region: ESC Eastern Ohio

• Southeast (East) Region: East Central 
Ohio ESC

• South Region: South Central Ohio ESC

• Central Region: Mid-Ohio ESC

• Northwest Region: North Central Ohio 
ESC

• Southwest (West) Region: Madison-
Champaign ESC



IDEA MONITORING PROCESS GUIDE



OEC LMS MODULES: RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC
Special Education Essentials

• Evaluation Team Report (ETR)
• Individualized Education Program (IEP)
• Secondary Transition Compliance
• Internal Monitoring Process (4 parts)
• General Educator’s Role in the Special Education Process

Special Education: Beyond the Essentials

• Least Restrictive Environment
• Disproportionality in Special Education Achievement
• Co-Plan to Serve
• IEP Goal Construction
• Parent Engagement
• Related Services
• Medication & Facilitation



IDEA UNIVERSAL SUPPORT MATERIALS



OEC LMS MODULES: 
IN DEVELOPMENT

What are the Educational Needs of an ETR

Writing an LRE statement

Accommodations and Modifications 101

Intervention Specialist’s Role in the Special Education Process

Specific Learning Disability

Assistive Technology

Universal Design for Learning

Proportionate Share

The Discipline Process for Children with Disabilities

Vision and Hearing Screeners

District Representative’s Role in the Special Education Process

Age of Majoirty

Developing and Documenting SDI



EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

QUESTIONS?


	Heart of it all
	DEW State of the State
	Agency Priorities
	�Governor's budget (hb 96)
	literacy
	Learning acceleration
	Workforce readiness
	Workforce readiness cont.
	student wellness and safety
	student wellness and safety cont.
	teachers and administrators
	Artificial intelligence
	Office for Exceptional Children Updates
	All Ohio students K12 and % of special education students�2023-2024 school year
	Total number of students with IEPs
	Ohio’s Students with Disabilities
	Office for Exceptional children 
	Special Education Indicators
	2023-2024 State Data
	Indicator 6: Preschool Least Restrictive Environment
	Indicator 7: Preschool outcomes - At Age level
	Indicator 12: Early Childhood Transition
	READING PERFORMANCE OF KINDERGARTEN through grade 4 students from the last two years
	Resources: Video training 
	Resources: OCALI Center for the young child
	2023-2024 State Data cont.
	Participation for Children with IEPs
	Proficiency for Children with IEPs (Grade Level Academic Achievement Standards)
	Gap in Proficiency Rates (Grade Level Academic Achievement Standards)
	Statewide reading proficiency rate
	Resources: OCALI Teaching Diverse Learners center and Ohio Literacy plan
	2023-2024 State Data 
	Indicator 5: Education Environment �(ages 5 & in kindergarten to age 21)
	Allohioliteracy.org
	Ohio Inclusive Instructional Leadership
	Paraprofessional support
	State Data for 2023-2024
	Graduation 
	Students with IEPs Graduation Decision-Making Tool
	Dropout
	Multiagency planning (map) tool Ohiomaptool.org 
	Secondary Transition Modules
	State Data (2023-2024)
	Indicator 8: Parent Involvement
	Families of Students with Disabilities webpage

	Parent engagement supports
	Indicator 11: Timely Initial Evaluations
	Evaluation roadmap�
	State Data (2023-2024 cont.)
	Significant Disproportionality
	School Psychologist/Speech-Language Pathologist Consultant regions
	IDEA monitoring process guide
	OEC LMS Modules: Released to the Public
	IDEA Universal Support Materials
	OEC LMS Modules: �In Development
	Questions

