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TODAY’S PRESENTATION
• Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement

• ReadOhio and Ohio Law

• The Data and What it Tells Us
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OHIO’S LITERACY WORK: A NOT-SO BRIEF HISTORY
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2013–2014

SSIP Phase I 
(Exploration): 
Stakeholders 
identify early 
literacy as basis 
for its state-
identified 
measurable 
results

2014–2016

SSIP Phase II 
(Installation): 
Stakeholders 
develop Ohio’s 
Theory of Action 
and 
implementation 
plan 

2016–2022

SSIP Phase III 
(Implementation): 
Ohio’s Early 
Literacy Plan and 
Pilot

2018

Published Ohio’s 
Plan to Raise 
Literacy 
Achievement

2018–2020

Striving Readers 
Comprehensive 
Literacy (SRCL) 
Grant

2018–2022

State Personnel 
Development 
Grant

2020

Updated Ohio’s 
Plan to Raise 
Literacy 
Achievement

2020–2023

Dyslexia Model 
Demonstration 
Grant

2020–2024

Comprehensive 
Literacy State 
Development 
Grant
Each Child Reads 
Grant

2021

Ohio’s Dyslexia 
Support Laws 
Enacted

2023

ReadOhio 
Legislation: PD, 
HQIM and 
Coaching

2024

ReadOhio 
Implementation



REVISED 
OHIO’S PLAN 
TO RAISE 
LITERACY 
ACHIEVEMENT
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Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Ohios-Plan-to-Raise-Literacy-Achievement.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


REVISED STRUCTURE OF OHIO’S PLAN

• Section 1: Why a State Plan is NeededWhy?

• Section 2: Ohio’s Language and Literacy 
VisionWhat?

• Section 3: Infrastructure to Support 
Ohio’s VisionHow?
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SECTION 1: WHY IS A STATE PLAN NEEDED?

Comprehensive Needs Assessment
• Root Cause Analysis
• Learner Performance Data Birth-Grade 12
• Literacy Instruction Data
• Additional Factors that Impact Literacy Achievement (Chronic Absenteeism, 

Access to Professional Learning, and Literacy Coaching)

Ohio’s Theory of Action for Language and Literacy Development

7



THE WHY
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THE WHY

9
K-4 Literacy Report 2023-2024 School Year

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/About/Annual-Reports/K-4-Literacy-Report-for-2023-2024-School-Year.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


ATTENDANCE DATA
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Students who were never chronically absent were 3x more 
likely to be proficient in ELA.

Students who were never chronically absent were 3.9x more 
likely to be proficient in math.
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Chronic Absenteeism = Lower Proficiency Rates
Test Economically Disadvantaged Not Economically Disadvantaged

Grade Subject Not CA CA Difference Not CA CA Difference

03 ELA 56.7% 41.2% -15.5% 82.6% 68.5% -14.1%

04 ELA 55.7% 39.5% -16.2% 82.6% 71.0% -11.6%

05 ELA 63.5% 47.3% -16.2% 87.6% 76.3% -11.3%

06 ELA 46.0% 28.4% -17.6% 76.0% 58.6% -17.4%

07 ELA 53.6% 34.7% -18.9% 82.6% 65.2% -17.4%

08 ELA 39.8% 24.0% -15.8% 70.7% 53.0% -17.7%

HS ELA2 55.1% 34.5% -20.6% 82.1% 64.9% -17.2%



SECTION 2: OHIO’S LANGUAGE AND LITERACY VISION
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Bridge the gap between 
research and practice

Ensure all learners are 
represented and 

supported

Ensure all educators 
and administrators are 

supported

Support the integrity of 
implementation of 

evidence-based 
language and literacy 

practices

Support quality 
planning and data-

driven decision-making



RESEARCH TO PRACTICE 
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SECTION 3: INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT OHIO’S 
VISION

Foundation for Ohio’s Literacy Improvement Efforts

Ohio’s Language and Literacy Drivers
• Comprehensive Policies for Literacy Improvement
• Alignment of Implementation Drivers
• Funding Sources

Supporting Implementation at the State, Regional, and Local Levels

Measuring Success and Monitoring Progress of Ohio’s Goals
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READOHIO IMPLEMENTATION HIGHLIGHTS

Third Grade 
Reading Guarantee

Dyslexia Support 
Laws

Ohio’s Reading 
Competencies

High-Quality 
Instructional 

Materials in English 
Language Arts

Professional 
Development in the 
Science of Reading

Literacy Coaching

Governor’s Science 
of Reading 

Recognition 
Program

Comprehensive 
Literacy State 

Development Grant
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THIRD GRADE READING GUARANTEE
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THIRD GRADE READING GUARANTEE REQUIREMENTS
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K-3 Reading Diagnostic (Screener) 

Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plans (RIMPs)

Reading Achievement Plans 

Third Grade Teacher Qualification Requirements



TEACHER QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
To teach third grade students with intervention plans or retained third grade 
students:

One year of teaching experience, and:

A. Passed the Foundations of Reading Test to earn initial teaching license 
(License issued after July 1, 2017)

B. Passed the Praxis 5205 exam

C. A K-12 Reading Endorsement 

D. Masters Degree in Reading or Literacy

E. Licensed Speech and Language Pathologist
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DYSLEXIA SUPPORT LAWS 
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OHIO 
DYSLEXIA 
SUPPORT 
LAWS

Ohio Dyslexia Committee & 
Dyslexia Guidebook

Dyslexia Screening

Structured Literacy 
Certification Process

Professional Development 
Requirements



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR 
NEW TEACHERS
Teachers hired after April 12, 2021, must complete 18 clock hours of dyslexia 
professional development within two calendar years after their hiring date.

• Teachers of K-3 Students

• Special Education Teachers of 4-12 Students

• Not required for Physical Education, Music, and Fine Arts teachers

Pre-Service Teacher Permit holders have access DEW’s Free Dyslexia Courses
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OHIO READING COMPETENCIES
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OHIO READING COMPETENCIES

• Standards for what teachers should 
know about teaching reading 

• Revised July 2024 by the Higher 
Education Reading Standards Workgroup 

• Foundations of Reading test, Reading 
Endorsement programs and tests must 
be aligned 
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OHIO READING COMPETENCIES

• Phonemic awareness
• Phonics
• Fluency
• Vocabulary
• Comprehension
• Appropriate use of assessments, 

differentiated instruction
• Selection of appropriate instructional 

materials
• Application of evidence-based instructional 

practices
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SAMPLE
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Phonics
Knowledge Application
1. Demonstrate understanding of 

the structure of English 
orthography and the patterns and 
rules that inform the teaching of 
single and multisyllabic regular 
word reading.

Define key terms (e.g. grapheme, 
phoneme, syllable, suffix), and 
identify examples of each. Map 
regular words by phoneme-
grapheme (or grapheme-
phoneme) correspondences. 



HIGH QUALITY INSTRUCTIONAL 
MATERIALS (HQIM) IN ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE ARTS
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HQIM REQUIREMENTS FOR ELA CORE CURRICULUM AND 
READING INTERVENTION PROGRAMS

Beginning not later than the 2024-2025 school year, districts and 
community schools must use the following only from the 
Department’s approved lists:

• Core curriculum and instructional materials in ELA for grades 
preK through 5

• Reading intervention programs for grades preK through 12
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SCIENCE OF READING 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE SCIENCE OF 
READING
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Course Pathway Hours
Pathway A: Ohio’s Introduction to the Science of Reading Course, Kindergarten-Grade 5 22 hours

Pathway B: Ohio’s Introduction to the Science of Reading Course, Kindergarten-Grade 5 
(Abbreviated)

8.5 hours

Pathway C: Ohio’s Introduction to the Science of Reading Course, Grades 6-12 English 
Language Arts

21 hours

Pathway D: Ohio’s Introduction to the Science of Reading Course, Grades 6-12 
(Abbreviated)

9 hours

Pathway E: Ohio’s Introduction to the Science of Reading Course, Grades 6-12 Content 
Areas

7.5 hours

Pathway F: Ohio’s Introduction to the Science of Reading Course, Administrators K-12 7 hours

Pathway G: Ohio’s Language and Literacy Course Sequence for Prekindergarten 20.5 hours



SCIENCE OF READING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Pathway Enrollment
Awards Issued

 (Completion 
Certificates)

A: Kindergarten-Grade 5 (22 hours) 22,967 15,111

B: Kindergarten-Grade 5 abbreviated (8.5 hours) 20,029 16,810

C: Grade 6-12 English Language Arts (21 hours) 19,365 13,570

D: Grade 6-12 abbreviated (9 hours) 3,570 2,270

E: Grade 6-12 content areas (7.5 hours) 30,806 24,299

F: Administrators (7 hours) 7,224 5,214

Total 103,961 77,274 

Note: Abbreviated courses are available for educators who have already completed the 18 hours 
of required dyslexia training.  Data as of Jan. 14, 2025.
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READOHIO COACHING 
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READOHIO COACHING FY24-FY25

FY 24 
33 coaches

53 districts/schools

FY 25
84 coaches 125 

districts/schools

FY 24
5,612 coaching 

sessions 
January-May (5 

months)
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FY 25
22,195 coaching 

sessions 
August-February

(7 months)



OHIO'S COACHING 
MODEL

• Universal supports for all educators and 
administrators in the science of reading

• Supporting team(s) with collaborative problem 
solving and data-driven decision making

• Data-driven coaching to bolster core 
instruction and intensify intervention to meet 
student needs

• Development of building and district processes 
to support selection and implementation of 
professional learning and high-
quality instructional materials aligned with the 
science of reading.
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READOHIO COACHING DATA 
• Over 21,000 coaching sessions 

• 57.6% conducted one on one

• 28% small groups

• Coaching topics 

• Evidence-based strategies/HQIM (35%)

• Use of assessment/data analysis (23%) 

• Communication (6.67%)

• Primary coaching role logged is collaborative problem-solver (42%)
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

FY 25
Integrity of 

Implementation
• Refine practices and move 

toward full 
implementation 

FY 24
Initial Implementation
• Material purchase
• PD completion
• Coaching
• Regional support 
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K-4 LITERACY 
REPORT DATA
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ANNUAL K-4 LITERACY REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

• Combined Data Report required annually by January 31st.

• Required to include the following:

• K-3 On-Track/Not On-Track Percentages

• Grade 3 and 4 Proficiency Percentages

• Newly reported this year:

• Names of the reading diagnostic assessments used

• Grade 4 Reading and Improvement Monitoring Plan data
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READING PERFORMANCE OF KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 
GRADE 4 STUDENTS FROM THE LAST TWO YEARS

2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR
Grade On track Not on 

Track
Proficient Not 

Proficient

K 60.9% 39.1% 

1 64.6% 35.4% 

2 64.0% 36.0% 

3 63.7% 36.3% 64.5% 35.5% 

4 64.1% 35.9% 

2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR
Grade On track Not on 

Track
Proficient Not 

Proficient

K 59.8% 40.2% 

1 64.1% 35.9% 

2 58.2% 41.8% 

3 58.7% 41.3% 62.3% 37.7% 

4 58.9% 41.1% 
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Reading Diagnostic Assessment Number of Community 
Schools and Districts Using

Kindergarten Readiness Assessment - Language and Literacy 758
i-Ready Assessment 627
MAP Growth 573
Acadience Reading K-6 387
mCLASS DIBELS 8th Edition 356
aimswebPlus 314
Star Reading 314
Star Early Literacy 275
MAP Reading Fluency 188
Acadience Reading K-6 (formerly DIBELS Next) 179
Star CBM 103
Ohio Reading Diagnostic 75
DIBELS Data System (DDS) with DIBELS 8th Edition 73
FastBridge 42
Exact Path 2
Istation's Indicators of Progress Early Reading (ISIP ER) 2
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READING DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENTS



MOST FREQUENTLY REPORTED INTERVENTION SERVICES BY 
GRADE LEVEL 2023-2024

Grade Level Intervention 
in Phonemic 
Awareness

Intervention in 
Decoding

Intervention 
in Sight Word 
Recognition

Intervention in 
Fluency

Intervention in 
Comprehension

Kindergarten 36,309 18,805 6,856 3,618 4,384

Grade 1 25,887 25,847 9,289 7,045 5,660

Grade 2 20,556 29,566 9,226 12,008 9,938

Grade 3 13,178 24,990 6,164 15,059 18,525

Grade 4 4,314 10,408 1,673 6,416 9,200
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2023-2024 
ACHIEVEMENT 
DATA
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PROMISING PROFICIENCY GAINS IN GRADES 3-5
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MATH AND ELA ACHIEVEMENT, 
2023
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EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

QUESTIONS?



EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV
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